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10 (95 & him any thing, (faith a prov wk). G 
of Fo 9 And truly cediin o0o0d , for no 
Ne >} man receives a benefit, but he 
may either requite it, or acknowledve It, 
It he were axthaakfullchar requites Not 2 
favour, | had no excule ; bur if I faile to ac- 
know ledge, call me any thing, [t you ſhould 
expect the former , I ſhould Terba dare, de- 
ceive you - it the latter, | doe Terba Jicert. AC- 
knowledge i it. Asa ſmall expreſsion of w hich 
thankfull acknowledgement, I dedicate to 
your leaſure theſe ferw lines, daliv ered at my 
firſt appearance in thar place into which it 
pleaſed God and youto call me. May they 
have your acceptance, and they have their 
A 2 (1m 
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017,44 dixes 


Cum Privilegio. And when your more weigh- 
ty affaires ſhall ſpare you an houre, it will 
not (I hope) be throwne away,it |pent upon 
them. Jacobs bleſsing be your portion, the 
dew of heaven, and the fatnefle of the earth, 
the bleſsings of Gods right hand and 'ot his 
lefr, Peace and Plenty. Thele are the wiſhes 
of him who joyes in your happinelle, 


N. B. 
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| KING. 19.16, 


And Eliſha the ſon of Shaphat of Abel-meholah , 
ſhalt thoy anoit to be Prophet m thy room. 


E that meditates aright on the metcics of God, 

hath work enough for all cternity ; they ate 
W& great without quantity, infinite without num- 
2 ber, weight, or meaſure. He hath faid of his 
We IF; Church his Spouſe, Beho/d, 1 will marry thee 12 15. 
wnto we for cver : And, 1 will be their God, and "6 
they foal be my people. And therefore (though tor a tiine the 
Church may think the contrary) he hath ſaid, 1 wil not leave 1,11 
thee nor forſake thie. The Lord he maketh high, and he maketh 1 Sam... 
low, he bringeth downe to the grave aud he raiſeth up. And there- 
fore not from the Eaſt, nor ſrom the Weſt, nor yet from the South Piel 57. 
pero, but from God who # Iuadge, who thouzh he 
puls downe oxe, yet he ſets up another, 

Et jucunda rerum vicsſſitudo, This intercourſe of things ma- 

ny times is as happy as pleaſant. E/4ab 1s gone to heavenin a 
fiery chariot, and his habitation is no more among the ſons of 
men, yet let not Iſrael mourne, for God hath appointedEls/ha the 
fan of Shaphat to be Prophet in hy ſtead. 
| Mars life isapilgrimage, wherein ſome walk, ſome runne, 
ſome morc haſty, ſome more = ws yet allat laft come to their 
<. 3 Jour 
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journyes end. It any might preſuine to ſpeed better then their 
fellows, then cithcr Kings for their power, or prophets for 
their wildome, might plead prerogative. But 4quat emnes c1- 
nts ; & licet inpares na/cimur, pares morimur ; Though we be 
not equally borne, yet we equally die. If Kings and Prophets 
be imbarqued in the ſame hip, they mult runne the hazard of 
the fameteinpeſt. The Kings of Syria and of lira.l are gone 
the way of all ich, and mult leave their Kingdomes to their 
Succeſſors : nor hith good El4je the perpttuity of the Church 
of Iſracl, he mult give way to him that hath the next Advouſion, 
Eliſha the ſonne of Shaphar muſt be Prophet in his roome, 

My Text thenye (ee is a Mandate from the God of heaven, 
forthe inſtitution of E/;/14 the ſonne of Shaphat in the plice of 
Eltah. 

Sothe parts of my Text are plaine: 

Firſt, an inftitutton, or ordination, by way of aoointing,T hew 

ſhalt anoint, | 


AY andy, 598. per: Parentave, ſon of Shaphatr. 
"IC Plice, of Abel-meholah, 
Thirdly, his ofhice, « Proprer. 
Laſtly, allthis muſt be done in th: vacancie thereof, He ſha! 
be a Prophet in thy flead, | 
The firſt ſhe ws his digiuty, that he muſt br averted, The 
ſ-cond his pedegree, being ſodeicribed, that he cinnot be mi- 
itzken. The third, his quality, he wult be a Prapher, Thelaſt, 
his equity, he will [tay 111! thou b« removed, He bal be Praphct 
FL thy ffead, | 
I. T hos ſhalt axozxt, Three ſorts of perſons were ito ae #- 
nointed, Kings, P:ieſts, and Prrphat. Kings exccuted, their 
office in Civill Maziltracy ad Jultieeaciwgen maiiand:man. 
The Pricfts offered gifts and ſacrifice tor Gine, and were for 
the people intercelors tu God. Tae Prophets weretginſirart 
the paonle, andarevenlc env mantic will yt God, Thoſe apere 
the griat ft offices the Would xxcrihews, 164: aeratiradud 2 
more cxecllent and peculiar way of .iilighaeat; 7oagytrre 
- amointed, | | {GH 02G 


The 


Name, Eliſa. 


Eliſha ſucceeding, Eliah. | 2 


The matter whercwiththcy were anoynted was holy oyle, The anonting 
the ſame (1 ſuppoſe) that was prepared for the Pricfts, wheres 9: 
in I find tour things remarkable. Ex5d. 3% 
Firft the confeftion,it was of 17yrrve, Ators, Cinamon, ant yr. .. 
Calamu,ait other [weet ſpices, with oyle olive, were the in- 
gredients. 
Secondly the uſe; the Altar, the Arke, the Tabernacle, and Vert. .- 
all the veſleis and utenlils of ſacrifice, were to be anoynted, 
Thirdly the effeR; it made holy : a] that touched it, or yyere Verſe 29. 
annoynted with it, were made holy. 
Fourthly, the perſons to be anoynted , Aaron and his ſons; vice 4, 
the Priefts were they, and they only that were ts be anoynted; | 
and no ſtranger, upon painot high excommunicition, wes to Verſ: ; 3. 
be anoynted. 
This was the ceremony; but let us ſee what 1s the ſubſtznce, 
and what this oyle of the law doth typific unto us under the 
Goſpcll. | 
This oyle did typife unto us the Spirit of God, the Holy 1h: zuifica- 
Ghoſt, The ſpirit of the Lord « wpon me, for he hath anoynted me oy 7-01 i e, 
to preach the Gofpell, UC. 4.18, 
The vertues andexcellent gifts and graces of the Spirit, are 
the ſweet ſpices that are ſo zectptable to the noſtrils of God. 
T he(e are the garments of the Spon/e that /mell of Myrrh, Alloes, Plal. 45. 
and Caſſca, The anoynting of the Art, thre Altar, and the vel- 
ſels of the SanRuary, did Henifc that all our ſacrifices of pray- 
cr, or praiſes, or what ever holy duty we doc unto (God, mult 
be anoynted, xnd haveatinRure of this koly Spirit for to make 
them acceptzble. And as 21] that hada touch of that holy oyle, 
ſo all that have a tinRure of this holy Spir:t, are madc holy. 
Laſtly, only Aaron and his Sunnes were to be ano ated, and 
no ſtranger withall. Chrilt is the head, the High Prieſt of h's 
people; in him dwelt the fulneſl;; of this Spirit, for tereceived it 
without meaſur. : and from this head this oyntment deſcends 
to the members, frou his fulneſle we -1 receive, Tae ſonnesef 
this High-Preiſt by ſpirituall regeneration are they only that 
receive the bleſſings of this Spirit, and no firanger that 1S an 4- 
liant from the life of grace, is partaker thercol, = 
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The «fteRs and operation of this anoynting are e1verle, each 
having Analafis and rcſemblince to the qualities of oyle. 

Fitlt, to mollifte 2nd foften; the skin that is hard and 
made ſtiff: with diin«fle, is fapplyed and ſoftned by anoynting 
it withoyle : naturally mans hcart 1s hard, and his foule tifts, 
dull, and unipt for all holy excecrciſes, till he be annoynted with 
the Spirit, inducd with grace; then are they made more ative 
and agile, not only to walk the paths , but turun the wayes of 
Gods Commandements. And tiuly therace of every Chriſti- 
a1 is nct caſte, but that of 4 Prophet is molt full of difhculties; 
he hath necd thereforc of all the anoyntirg, ard helps that may 
be, that he may ſorun as to obtain. 

Secondly, oyle gives hialthto the bones, and ſtrength to the 
ſinewes, of thoſe that are anoynted with it. And ſuch 1s the 
oyle of grace, the ſoule of our lives, and 'the life of our ſoules ; 
w hen our ſoules are ſick, this Spirit heales us: when diſeaſed, 
it cures us; when wound:d, it falves us; yea, when dead, it 
quicken us. Chriſtianity is a wayfare, 1 wattare; he that walks 
this way, that fights theſe combats , had need of health, and 
ſtrength too; but eſpecially Prophets who arc the guides of this 
way, and Captains in this wartare, they had need of the grea- 
telt help, for they have the greateſt task, Therefore to make 
them ftreng and nimble for the fight, they mult be anoynted. 
Prophets are the ſoules Phylitians , they ought to b:ar about 
them continually this box of precious and ſaving oyntment, 
both fer the health of others, and for their oven ſores too : left 
(happily ) the quarrelſome patient object to him that tanting 
proverb, Phyſitian heal thy ſelfe. 

Thirdly, oyle is an Antidote, a preſervative againſt poyſon, 
repezlling or expelling the venome thereof : ſuch 1s the veitue 
of this gracious anoynting. The ſoule that is venomed with 
ſi, and poyſoned with corruption, is cured by grace, and hea- 
I: d oy this Spirit, 

Since the dayes of Adams, not only the carth is eurſed for his 
ſ\ke, ut the vey 2yre1s1afeAious, an every creature (by the 
cnvy of that malicious Serpent) is poyloned, and made a pro- 
yocationtofinne; we havealliced then (B.loycd) ſceing Wee 
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live ſo in the midit of plagues, continually to bare about us 
ſome preſervative, and a better or more ſoveraicn then this 2+ 
nointing of t he Spirit, cannot be had. But eſpccially Prophets 
had need of anointing, for their ;nfeRions molt commonly are 
ſpreading; not only in Reatam popnli, to make the people guil- 
ty, but alſo i» occaſtovern peccanat; theirevill example teaching 
others the way to often, the lilly (heep being too forward to 
follow their leader, 

Laſtly, oyle makes 2 chear'iull countcnance; and of old,their 2. 165. 
faces were wont to {hine with oyle, Such 1s grace to the heart, 
it makes a chearfull conicience; and hence is peace and Joy in 
the Holy Ghoſt. The .Oftzrings, Sacrihces, and Services, and 
all other duties, which we pertorim to God, muſt be done with 
a Willing heart. And'the Lord heloveth a cheartull giver, but 
many times ( what through the incombrances of Satans temp- 
tions, and the worlds moleſtaticns; together with the naturall 
dulneſle of our blockiſh fleſh) theſe ſervices are without Spirit, 
withou: life; and ſo prove but the carcaſle of a ſacrifice. But 
this oyle of gladnefle maxeth a cheartull countenance fable in 
deſpight of malice it ſelfe to perform holy duties with joy and 
e!2dneſic. Prophets then have need of this anointing for their 
taske is hard, their yoke heavy, and their burthen weighty. The 
Miniſtry (faith Chry/oſtome ) is, Onus Angelic humerns formi- 
dandam. A buithen h:avy enough for the thoulders of the An- 
gels, which makes many with Gideons ſouldiers defire to bee 74de 7. 
diſcharged from this warfare, Many with Sas! being called to 
ſo troubleſome 2 far ivn , deſire tolurke. AZo/es did thrice * 2319.22, 
retuſc it, excuſing huwſclte, Fzechied went unwillingly, And pq _. 
Jenah diretly turn 4 bir, and fl. d another way, But when Eze h.;.14, 
once the Spirn of the Lord is upon the Prophet, and he 1s anoin= lona!l 2. 
ted topreach, then is this yokeeafic, and this burthen light, and 
he cheartully unJcrgocs the necefity thatis laid upon hum; for 
he conſiders that although to \450ur be 2 Curie that tollowed 
mans fall, yet foto labout as to be a workman in Chriſts Vine- 
pad, 1$abicſhiong followed mans repairing, 

ow the ano1n:1; g of the Prophet F Evidence To the Pro- 

leads usto the obicrvation of the }, Excellence phoeeaing 
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Luke 4. 18. 


Luke — 8. 


His evidence ts manifeſt, for he 15 no intruder, but ſRayes till 
thercunto ke bc ly, fully anointed. Forno man taketh this ho- 
noar to him(: lic, but he that 1s called of God as was Aaroy, 
Heb. 5.4. Origen upon this place ( Goe nunts them that ſell, and 
bay for your ſelves) hath this ſaying. Nen emninm habentiun 
olexm eft etiam dxreex eo volentibus, ſedeornum tantummalo qui 
ad hoc i:/um poſort [ut #ut vennn. lent, Congregavit quidem ali- 
qnis detlrinam, que ei ſufficiat ad bene Tivenaum, non antem ut 
aettior fieri poteſt. Itisnutforevery one that h.th oyle to di- 
ſperſc it to others, but fur them only that are thercunto appoin= 
ted. A man may have knowl-dye for himſcle ſuthcient, that 
hath not enough to be a teacher of others, The Prophet mult 
evidence his calling by his anointing. 

His Excellence ihall appear by theſe circumſtances. 
[nternall, 
Externall, 

Internall, inffrwens & exitans, by the powcr of the Holy 
Ghoſt, inſpiring and direting. The Spirit of the Lord « upon 
me, for ht hath anointed me, That company then mult needs be 
konourable, whcereinto none can be inrolled but by the God of 
heaven, 

Externall, ordinans & emittens, which though it be but the 
habit (as it were) or garinent of the Prophet; yet, none had 
authority to inake kim ready in it, but the Heads and Elders, 
the Rulers of the Church. And if the garment be ſo excellent, 
how worthy then 1s the Prophet that wearcs 1te 

Secondly, by the end cf his anointing, To preach the Goſpel 
$0 the poore , to heale the broken hearted, to give fight to the 
blind, to preach the acceptable year of the Lord. Brictly, to bee 
Chrilts D-puty upan earth, (>ods Embaſladour to his Church, 
his mouth to his people, andas it were a Mediatour, an Inter- 
ceffor for God »nd 1nan. That perſon mult needs be excellent, 
whole calling 1s ſo eminent. 

The conſideration of this ſhall afford profitable inftruRion 
both to Prophet and people. 

To the prophet, that the dignity of this anointing make him 
walk worthy of the excellency of bis calling. :Thcy are the oy 
O 


Firſt by his anointing, Which 1s twofold. 
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of the Church, the Scers of 1/rael (tor x Prophet of old wes 1 Sam. 


called a Scer) now no b2am?s ought to bee in their eyes, no 
dimneſlc 18 their fiuht, left thy that ſhould lead others be Ulind 
them(ſclves, and lo both fall into tie diteh, But they by their 
rightcouincles ſhould cony:rt others, and hrit having four 
Chrilt themſelves, ſhould cauſe others (as Phili did Natha- 
wel ) to come and ſee. Ne are the light of the world (111th our 
Saviour to his Diictpl:s) ye ought thercfore (thouth to the 
conſumption of your ſelvis) to burn in my Church, and give 
light unto my people. Now the light that a Prophet ſhould 
ove muſt blize it ſelte forth in theſe two beames, Yrim Thum- 
mim; Soundnelle of doctrine and integrity of lite; his doArine 
mult be truth, all the truth, and nothing but the truth, This 
truth mult be garniſhed with wiſdom and diſcretion , that the 
word be ſpoken in due ſeaſon, It mult be conſtant, not Parts 
Elephantinus, once in an age, but he mult preach the word in 
ſcaſor, and out of leaſon. It mult be {treogthned with authori- 
ty, and preached with power, to command the ſoule, and to 
convince the conſcience, But ze retle legit , qui verba vertit 
in opera, He1s the belt pteacher that followeth our Saviours 
method, to doe and to teach, which is the ſecond beam of this 
holy lamp, integrity of life. For his holy practice many 
times wins more then his holy preaching ; ſo that ſometimes 
thoſe that will not be ivonne by the word, are wonne without 
the word, while they behold their holy converſition coupled 
with feare. The Prophet then ſhould ſecond the holincfle of his 
ancinting with the holincfle of his life , conſidering that as a 
ſcarre in the face, fo ſpot in their rob-s 1s obvious to the view 
of all men. C:vitas [uper monte poſita nonpoteſt occultari, & 
in conſpettjory loci dignitate, vir lubentins obſervantur viriutes 
xam notartur nevi Acity upon an hill cannot b- hid; andin 


thoſe that arc in place of dignity, we doe not fo willingly ob= | 


ſerve their vertucs, as note their vices. 
Omne animi vitinm tanto cor[pettins in ſe 
Crimen habet, quanto m4jor qui peccat Nabetar, 
To the people, the dignity of the Prophet ſhould teach reve- 
rence to the people, and their excellency, love, and obedience. 
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Embafladours repreſent their maſtcrs, and have revereti ce as 
Princes; Prophctsare Gods Embaſladours, and what indignity 
is offered tothem God takes as done to himſelfe. Towch wot 
mine anointed, and ave my Prophets no harm, for God will not 
bear it, David King of 1/racl ſent Embailatours to Haman 
King of Ammon to condole his Fathers death, Hawman (againſt 
the liw of Nature and Nations) abuſet! theſe Embaſlzdours, 
but Daviqrevengeth the indignity. The God of 1/7ael (ent allo 
his Prophets to the Church of //rael in Embaflage , but ſome 
of them they killed, ſome they [toned,, ſome they ſcourged in 
their Synavogues, that upon them might fall all the righteons 
blood (lain from the beginning of the world; from the blood of 
righteous Abel tothe bloud of Zacharias the ſonne of Bers- 
chiass , whom they ſlew between the Icmple and the Altar. 
I iay unte you, all theſe things ſhall fall upon this generation; 
God ſpared not children but for mocking a Prophet, two ſhee- 
beares out of the wood ſlew two and forty of them ; how then 
(hall elder ones think to «ſcape that with tooth and nayle (with 
tongue and hand too) abuſe Gods meflengers ? This inſol:ney 
roooften ariſcth, for that they doe not conſider the dignity of 
the Prophet, nor the excelleiicy of his anointing. 

The ſecond ci:cuniſtance is the perſon, (deſcribed by name 
Eliſpa) the word in the originall gnihes the ſalvation of the 
Lord; it ſhewesunto us the uthce of a Prophet : they are , they 
wonld be, or they (heuld be Saviours; Chrilt Teſus himſelfc 
is become the authour of ſalvation, he 1s the authour, his Pro- 
phets the inſtruments. He « the way, the truth and the life, and 
be that hath Chrijt hath lifc,\2ut how ſhall we come by Chrili? 
by Faith. By Faith ye arc ſaved, and how ſhall wee come by 
Faith ? Fairh comes by hearing, and bow ſhall we hear without 
a preache1? The Prophet then preacheth the word , this word 
begets faith, faith brings to Chriſtzthe authour of ſalvation. The 
Prophet is the {oules phy ſittan, whole office 1s to praftice fp1- 
rituall phyſick and Chirurgery in the hoſpitall of Chriſts 
Church, where are maty a ſpirituall blind Bartimeas , many 8 
lame Mepbirboſueth, many a leprous Naaman, many a bed-rid 


Arneas, many a foulc-lick Hexechias , yea maby a ſoule-dead 
| Lazar ud 
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Lazarus rotting and putrifying in thegrave of ſin; wrap: up 
in rhe winding-ſheet of woe, muſfled 1n ignorance, key-cold 
in charity, having the heavy tombltone of Deſperation prefltag 
their ſoule to the nethermolt hell. 

Hire 1$ work fora Phyſitian, here 15 work for a Proph+t, 
whichit he can wcll «ft, he is an El:fa; x Saviour indeed. 
Temporall phyſitians, are temporall Saviours, Spirituall phy- 
fitians, are {p:rituall Saviours ; Ged blefling them as inftru- 
ments to ſave a life, to favethefoule. This 1s the honour of 
eur calling : which if we efte, 1s the Crown allo of our re- 


Joycing, 
The conſideration of this affords inftruion te the bo % 
To the Prophet, watchfulneſs and carcfullnefle 1n the exerciſe 
of his calling, that hc kill net inſtead of curing , or deſtroy in- 
Read of faving, Ought the temporall Phyſitian to be fo hecd- 
full inthe temper of his potions, that what he preſcribes, be for 
health and recovery , becauſe a temporal! lite lies upon it ? 
How much more ought the foules phylitian to be wary (care- 
Full) leſt inſtead of feeding , he poyſon the flock ; inltead of 
truth, he preach crror ; inftead of breaking the bread of life, he 
giveltones ; and inſtead of an egge, a ſcorpion. 

To the people,to teach them in all their ſpiritual diſeaſcs, whi- 
ther to repair for health and recovery,even to the Prophet, the 
Phyſitian and Saviour of their ſouls, Not with S#/ in thy mc- 
[Iancholy fit to ſend for the Fidler to drive away the evil ſpt- 
rit, but for the Prophet, who comes with balme of Gilcad for a 
wouided conſcience. 1s it became there is no God in 1ſracl 
(ayes Eliah to Ahaziah ) that thow ſendeſt to Baal-zebub the 
godof Ekron for recovery ? Is it becauſe there 1s no balme in 
Gilead, no Elah inlſrael, that thou haſt recourſe to vanity 
for coufort ? Nothing lefle, God hath x Prophet for his peopl-, 
2 Saviour for his -Litael ; And this Elz/pa is a Prophet, as his 
officc ſhewes,the third cixcumſtance of the Text,and 11 xtto be 
ſpoken of. | 

Tobe Prophet. The office of the Prophet is toinſtruct the 
peeple, to reveals unto man the _ of God, Now he $ReNcs 
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Eliſha ſucceeding Ehiah. 
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Fe. 


the people two wWayecs, byJ An” to 

His Precepts (h:w what ouzht to be done, and what natto 
bz done, exhorting to obedierce, and diſlwading the contrary. 
To him is committed tobr.ndiſh the Sword of the Spirit, thc 
Word of God. A ſword with two edges, the one to cure, the 
other to kill ; the one to ſave, the other to deltroy ; the one is 
the ſayour of life unto life ro them that bulceve, bur the other is 
a ſavour of death unto death to them that periſh : The one like 
Noahs dove brings an olive branch of evangelicall peace 1n the 
mouth ; the other like the black raven brings legall death pictu- 
red en his diſmall wings. 

The Prophet, like Ez*kie/s Cherubims, hath two faces,the 
one of a man, the other of a lion ; the one mild, the other ficrce; 
this being the vizard of the Law , the other the countenance of 
the Goſpel : He muſt blefſe upon mount Gerilin, as well as 
curſe upon mount Eball : Like the Arke, he muſt have the 
Mannah of Conſelation, withthe rod of Cotretion. And as 
he preacheth, ſo he muſt praftice ; and with Moſes, doe as the 
Lord hath commanded him ; Not like the Scribes and Phari- 
{ces, lay heavy burdens upon other mens ſhoulders , and not 
touch them themſelyes with one of their fingers ; but ( with 
S. Hierome) Prin facimus, peſt docemus ; Fult doe, and then 
teach : for not the hearers of the Word, no nor the Preachers 
of the Word, but the doers of the ſame arc blefled, 

Prophet, 


The conſideration of this affords inſttuction to th: 1 ocople. 


I, To the Prophet, diligence and carcfulneſle 17 ine ex. cu- 
ting of his office, to be inſtant in ſeaſon and ont of ſeaſon; and 
being armed with the {word of the Spirit, neither for fearc nor 
favour to ſhun his ineſlige. The garments of the Prietts were 
hanged with bells, fo that he could nut turebut he mult be 
heard. Whereupon S. Hierome thus, Tanta debet eſſe Pontifi- 
cre ſcientia, ut gre['us ejus & motrs, & omnia vocalsa {int ; 
quicquid agit, quicqusd loquitur deflrina fit : His words and 
hisaRions ſhould beall inttrutions. And not withſtanding his 


many incambrances, and oft-times the lofl: pf his labour 00, 
when 


- 
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when with S. Peter he ſhall fb al night and catch rothing : 
yet Nanquam ccſ[ate lucrari Chriſto quilucratieſts a Chriſto, 
What if thou canſt not with S, Peter calt ont thy net at the 
right ſide of the ſhip, and at one draught catch three thouſand 
ſoules ? yet {tand not fill, hold conage and hope, if but one be 
gained thou [hilt imparadiſe a ſoule, and cover a multitude of 
finnes., If Chrilt ſhould pive thee ſoine drops of his blood in 
a glaſle, (it1s S. Bernards) and bid thee keep them for his (ike, 
how charily wouldſt thou preſerve them 1 Superſtition tt ſclte 
ſhould not more highly eltcem her choicelt relique, Neon hoc, 
net this ( Blood ) but a tlock of his Lambs are betrulted to thy 
chargc; and theſe ire more precious to him then his precious 
bloed, tor he gave that blood to purchaſe them : vpon theſe 
then ſpend thy love, upon theſe thy labour. 

2. Tothepeople; Mult the word ſo carefully be delivered ? 
then not careleſly to be received. Mult the Prophet be ſo care- 
full of his word ? then the people m1y not be careleſle of their 
eares : Neccſtity 1s 141d upon us to preach, and woe unto us if 
we preach not the Goſpell. Neceffity (I think) is laid upon 
you too to heare, and woe (I thinktoo) if ye deipiſe it. Come 
then untothis word with hunger-bitten bearts; here 1s food, doe 
you bring ſtomacks. Mark it with reverend attention , Nox 
vox homin:tm ſonat, the voice of Gad,and not of man : Receive 
It with faith, lock jt upin your hearts as your chiefelt Jewell, 
28 your Sun;mum bounm; as your love, as yourlite, The words 
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that 1 hall teach thee this day ( 7oſes to 1/rael) it ſhall be in Dew, 5.5, 


thine hcart (a good root) and thou ſhalt teach them diligently 
unto thy children : and ſhalt talk of them when thou (itteft in 
thy houſe, when thou walkeſt by the way , when thou 11-{t 
down, and when thou riſeſt up (godly branches) and thou 
ſhalt bind them up for a ſign upon thine hand (the inſtrument 
of a&ion) and they ſhall be as Frontlets between thine eyes 
precious fruit) then ſhall I not be confounded (I ſhall net 
fall) while I have a reſpe& to (D»m perſpexers, while I look 
asthrough ſpeRacles) thy Commandements. ; 
The laſt circumſtance is the ſucceſſion , in thy room , #n thy 
ſtcad, Let this lead us to the obſervation. : 
is. GD LIBS th VUSLL Ft 
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 Bliſha ſucceeding Eliah. 


Concluſion, 


Firſt, of the mercy of God «<vermore providing for bis 
Church, not leaving it deſtitute without means of ſ:lyation; 
he hath ordained for his Church a perpetuzll ſucceſſion of Pro- 
phets, that when one hath finiſhed his courſe, another ſhall be 
Prophet in his ſtead. 

Secondly, of the uncertainty.of earthly habitations, we have 
hereno certain abiding place, but be he Prince or Prophet, ne- 
ver ſo excellent for henour or wiſdome , he hath but his time, 
he muſt give way , and another ſhall ſueceed him in his lead. 
The conſideration of this ſhould teach us, 

Firſt, thankfulneſſe to God for his mercy; ſo diſpoſing it, that 
his Church 13 not without a Prophet,that though he puls away 
one, yet he raiſeth up another; though E/:4h be gone, yet there 
is an Eliſha to be Prophet in his ſtead. | 

Secondly, ſeeing the uncertainty of carthly things, let us 
wean our aff-&ions from the love of the world, build we not 
our Tabcrnacles here where is no perpetuity, but labour for an 
habitation cternall in the heavens. 

Thus (beloved) yeſee our Prophets anointing , his perſon, 
his office, and his ſucceſſion; Eliah (ye know) is gone to hea- 
ven, and El:fa now is Prophet in his ſtead. Now the $ pirit 
of Eliah be doubled upon Eliſpa, the gifts and graces of my 
predeceſſor (like Benjemins meſlc) be five-feld greater in me 
his ſucccflour. That being anointed with the ſpirit of God, I 
may with Rrength and chearfulneſſc updergoe the taske, and 
run the racc that is ſet before me, that I may be an El/:fba, x Sa- 
viour tothe flock eommitted to my charge, a Prophet to in- 
iru& them both by life an doAtrine, ſo that while I preach to 
others, I my (elfe be not a caſt-away : that I may live in loye, 
and die in peace, and leave my flock to him whom God ſhall 
anoiat to be Prophet in myRtead, AMEN, 
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Ee? oncluſion, 


Eliſha lucceeding Eliah. 


Firſt, of the mercy of God cyermore providing tor bis 


. Church, not leaving it deſtitute without means of {:1vation; 


he hath ordained for his Church perpetuill ſucceſſion of Pro- 
phets, that when oe hath hiniſhed his courſe, ar:other ſhall be 
Prophet 1n his {tcad. 

Secondly, of the uncertainty. of earthly habitations, we have 
bereno c:rtain abiding place, but be he Prince or Prophet, ne- 
ver ſo excellent for henour or wiſdome , he hath but his time, 
he muſt give way , 8nd another ſhall ſucceed him in his lead. 
Thc contideration of this ſhould teach us, 

Firſt, thankfulneſſe to God for his mercy; ſo diſpoſing it, that 
his Church 1s not without a Prophet,that though he puls away 
one, yet he raiſeth up another; though E/:i4h be gone, yet there 
is an El:ſhato be Prophet 1n his ſtead. 

Secondly, ſeeing the uncertainty of earthly things, let us 
wean our aff-Aions from the love of the world, build we not 
our Tabcrnacles here where 1s no perpetuity, but labour tor an 
habitation cternall in the heavens, 

Thus (beloved ) yeſee our Prophets anointing , his perſon, 
his office, and his ſucceſſion; Eliah (ye know) is gone to hea- 
ven, and El:fa now 18 Prophet in his ſtead. Now the Spirit 
of Eliah be doubled upon Eliſha, the gitts and graces of my 
predeceſlor (like Berjamins mefic) be five-fold greater in me 
his ſucecflour. That betrvg anointed with the ſpirit of God, I 
may with Rrength and ehearfulneſſe undergoe the taske, and 
run the racc that is ſet before me, that I may be an E!:/a, x Sa- 
viour tothe fluck committedto my charge, a Propket to i11- 
fru& them both by life an 1 doctrine, ſo that while I preach to 
others, I my ſelte be not a ciſt-away : that I may live in loye, 
and die in peace, and leave my flock to him whom God ſhall 
anoiat to be Prophet in myfſtcad, AMEN, 
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